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quake, war and repression. In the language of Rariade it appeared
as if the seven plagues had been let loose upon India. In 1897 over
four million people were receiving relief, and mortality was very
high. The Government machinery for relief and remission of revenue
was moving slowly. Tilak organized voluntary^help for the suffering
people and tried to prevent forcible realization of land dues from the
poor peasants. In Kesari he wrote: "Will you, when the Queen
desires that none should die, when the Governor declares that all
should live and the Secretary of State is prepared to go in for debt,
if necessary—will you kill yourself by timidity and starvation? If you
have money to pay the Government, pay them by all means. But if
you have not, will you sell your things away only to avoid the supposed
wrath of subordinate government officers? Can you not be bold,
even when in the grip of death?"
There were terrible hardships and sufferings. And to accentuate
them, bubonic plague broke out. In Poona sanitary measures were
carried out by white soldiers with rigour. The city was divided into
compartments under military guard, and British soldiers entered the
houses to examine men, women and children. The people were
infuriated. On the night of the Queen's birthday, June 22, 1897,
the I.G.S. officer in charge of these measures, Mr. Rand, and his
companion, Lit. Ayerst, were shot dead by the Chaphekar brothers.
The authorities embarked on a campaign of repression. Tilak and
other publicists were prosecuted for sedition and sentenced. Tilak
was asked to admit in court that the article for which he was being
prosecuted was not written by him. Tilak declined and said : "There
comes a stage in our lives when we are not the sole master of ourselves
but must act as the representatives of our fellowmen." A new definition
of the word "disaffection" occurring in section 124-Awas given by
the trying judge, namely, that it meant "absence of affection" and
Tilak was sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for eighteen months.
There were protests all over the country and funds raised for the
defence of Tilak. Tagore took a leading part in it. Max Miiller
pleaded for mercy: "My interest in Tilak is that of a Sanskrit scholar."
The imprisonment of a political leader was in 1897 the first incident
of its kind. Tilak gave a death-blow to arm-chair leadership, and be-
came "Lokamanya"—"respected by the people".
There was a famine again during 1897-1900. Yet out of a revenue
over which the people of India had no control, at least £20,000,000 a

